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IN  TR  OD  UC  TION. 


HIS  little  volume  is  intended  for  the  use  of  the  many  strangers  who  visit  Stockbridge  during  the 


-I  summer,  and  who  wish  some  means  of  finding  out  the  attractions  of  Stockbridge  and  being  able 
to  locate  the  different  points  of  interest.  The  author  has  long  felt  the  need  of  such  a  volume,  as  he  is 
constantly  meeting  persons  who  are  anxious  to  obtain  information  such  as  is  contained  herein.  He 
trusts  that  it  will  be  found  useful  to  the  reader  and  that  it  will  be  accepted  for  what  it  is  intended  to 
be,  a  useful  companion  to  the  stranger  in  Stockbridge,  rather  than  criticized  as  a  literary  history  or 
guide. 

The  Berkshire  Life  Insurance  Company  issues,  for  tree  distribution,  maps  of  the  Berkshires 
and  a  book  of  Drives  and  Walks  about  Stockbridge  and  vicinity.  Any  and  all  of  these  can  be  had 
upon  application  to  any  Agency  of  the  Company,  or  at  the  Office  of  the  Red  Lion  Inn. 
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AN  INTERIOR  VIEW  OF  THE  RED  LION  INN. 
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Brief  Early  History  of  Stockbridge. 


(JJpHE  FIRST  white  people  came  to  Stockbridge  as  missionaries  to  the  Indians.  The 


original  charter  of  the  town  which  now  hangs  in  the  Town  Building,  was  granted 


^"  in  1737.  The  first  accredited  missionary  to  the  Indians  was  John  Sargeant,  who 
resided  here  from  1736  until  his  death,  in  1749.  Following  him  as  missionaries,  were 
Jonathan  Edwards,  Rev.  Dr.  Stephen  West,  John  Kirkland,  and  John  Sargeant,  Jr., 
son  of  the  first  missionary.  The  tribe  moved  from  here  in  1785,  and  their  few 
descendants  now  live  in  Wisconsin.  The  early  history  of  the  town  is  largely  asso- 
ciated with  the  relations  between  the  Indians  and  the  early  missionaries,  prominent 
among  whom  was  Jonathan  Edwards,  who,  during  his  residence  here,  wrote  his  cele- 
brated treatise  on  "The  Freedom  of  the  Will,"  as  well  as  many  other  of  his  works. 
He  was  installed  here  in  1751,  and  remained  until  1758,  when  he  became  President  of 
Princeton  Coilege.  His  salary  as  Pastor  was  ^6,  13s,  4d  "lawful  money"  from  the 
whites,  besides  eighty  sleigh-loads  of  wood  from  the  Indians  and  twenty  from  the 
whites.  After  the  removal  of  the  tribe  as  a  whole,  several  families  remained  and  be- 
came part  of  the  permanent  settlers  of  the  town. 

Stockbridge  did  its  share  in  the  Revolution  and  furnished  as  many  men  as  possi- 
ble. A  County  Congress  was  held  at  the  old  Inn  in  1774  to  protest  against  the  use 
of  any  British  goods  or  imports.  In  later  years  Stockbridge  continued  to  hold  an 
important  position  among  the  towns  of  Berkshire. 


....STOCKBRIDGE.... 


For  convenience  in  using  this  volume,  a  start  in  describing  the  different  build- 
ings of  interest  will  be  made  in  the  center  of  the  village  at  the  Soldiers'  Monument. 
This  shaft  of  Connecticut  free  stone  was  erected  to  the  memory  of  the  soldiers  who 
served  in  the  Rebellion  who  enlisted  from  this  town.  It  was  the  second  soldiers' 
monument  erected  in  Massachusetts,  and  was  dedicated  in  1866,  with  an  oration  by 
Governor  Bullock, 

Directly  opposite  the  Monument  is  an  attractive  Fountain,  situated  in  a  tri- 
angular park.  This  was  the  gift  to  the  town  of  the  late  John  H.  Gourlie,  who  spent 
his  summers  here  for  many  years. 

To  the  east  of  the  Monument,  is  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church.  This  building 
took  the  place  of  the  original  Episcopal  Church,  a  wooden  structure  of  an  unusually 
beautiful  design  which  was  built  by  Richard  Upjohn,  the  most  celebrated  church 


architect  of  his  day,  and  was  dedicated  on  September  13,  1845.  The  present  struc- 
ture is  the  gift  of  the  late  Charles  E.  Butler,  who  presented  it  to  the  parish  as  a  me- 
morial to  his  wife,  Susan  Ridley  Sedgwick,  daughter  of  Robert  Sedgwick  and  grand- 
daughter of  Theodore  Sedgwick.  The  building  was  consecrated  by  Bishop  Rev.  Dr. 
Benjamin  H.  Paddock  on  November  12,  1884.  The  architect  was  Charles  F.  McKim, 
senior  member  of  McKim,  Mead  &  White.  The  style  of  architecture  is  distinctively 
Romanesque.  One  of  the  striking  features  of  the  interior  is  the  magnificent  baptistry, 
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containing  the  memorial  tablet  to  Mrs.  Butler.  This  was  designed  by  St.  Gauden's. 
The  front  of  the  organ  loft  is  decorated  with  a  reproduction  of  Lucca  Delia  Robbia's 
Florentine  group,  called  "The  Singing  Boys."  The  organ  is  one  of  Roosevelt's.  The 
chancel  window  represents  St.  Paul  at  Athen's  and  is  a  memorial  to  Rev.  Dr.  S.  P. 
Parker,  a  former  Rector.  It  was  designed  by  l.aFarge.  There  are  also  many  other 
handsome  memorial  windows  and  tablets.  The  greater  part  of  the  church  furnish- 
ings were  presented  as  memorials.  Rev  Dr.  Arthur  Lawrence  is  the  Rector.  Sun- 
day services  are  at  ii  a.  m.  and  5  p.  m.  Persons  wishing  to  visit  the  church  on  week 
days  can  obtain  the  key  at  the  Red  Lion  Inn,  or  Clarke's  Drug  Store. 

Adjoining  the  church  are  Clarke's  Drug  Store  and  the  Post  Office  ;  across  the 
street  is  the  Red  Lion  Inn.  This  hotel  was  opened  on  May  i,  1897,  taking  the  place 
of  the  former  celebrated  Inn,  part  of  which  was  built  in  1773.  The  present  structure 
meets  the  demands  of  the  day  for  a  first  class  hotel  with  modern  appointments. 
The  public  rooms  are  commodious  and  attraciive,  largely  furnished  with  antique 
furniture,  rare  bric-a-brac  and  colonial  china,  while  the  bedrooms  are  large  and 
handsomely  furnished,  many  being  arranged  en  suite  with  private  baths.  The  demand 
for  accommodations  caused  a  large  and  elegant  addition  to  be  constructed  in  1899. 
C.  H.  Plumb  is  the  proprietor. 

Next  adjoining  the  Inn,  is  the  Housatonic  National  Bank  of  which  D.  A.  Kimball 
is  the  President  and  W.  A.  Seymour  is  the  Cashier.  The  Bank  is  a  brick  building  and 
the  interior  is  very  attractive.  The  large  surplus  and  deposits  speak  highly  of  the 
institution.    It  began  business  in  1825. 
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The  next  building  is  the  Town  Building,  which  contains  the  town  offices,  and 
where  the  town  records  are  kept  It  is  a  fire-proof  building  and  was  erected  by  the 
town  in  1884. 

After  passing  two  stores  and  two  private  houses,  the  Jackson  Library  is  reached. 
This  building  was  erected  in  1862  and  is  supported  by  an  annual  town  appropriation. 
It  contains  7,300  volumes  ;  all  the  leading  magazines  and  periodicals  are  on  the  read- 
ing table  for  general  use.  The  room,  although  plain,  is  attractive  in  appearance  and 
contains  many  articles  of  interest  to  Stockbridge  :  among  other  things  that  may  be 
mentioned  are  the  study  table  upon  which  Jonathan  Edwards  wrote  his  treatise  on 
the  Freedom  of  the  Will  ;  a  tablet  bearing  the  names  of  the  soldiers  who  went  from 
Stockbridge  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  paintings  of  former  prominent  citizens. 
The  library  is  open  every  week  day  from  2  p.  m.  to  6  p.  m.,  and  on  Wednesday  and 
Saturday  evenings.  Miss  Carrie  P.  Wells  is  the  Librarian.  In  front  of  the  Library 
is  an  antique  drinking  fountain  with  suitable  inscriptions,  which  was  erected  in  1881, 
through  the  exertions  of  the  late  George  Lawrence. 

A  little  further  to  the  east,  is  the  Williams  Academy  and  Stockbridge  High 
School.  Williams  Academy  was  founded  through  the  beneficence  of  the  late  Cyrus 
Williams,  1842.  The  organization  is  still  maintained,  but  for  many  years  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  bequest  have  been  made  a  part  of  the  town  school  fund.  The  grammar 
and  primary  departments  are  also  in  the  same  building. 
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VILLAGE  STREET. 
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To  the  west  of  the  school  building  is  the  walk  leading  up  on  Laurel  Hill,  which 
will  be  referred  to  in  connection  with  the  Laurel  Hill  Association. 

Turning  to  the  right  at  the  Library  corner,  the  first  public  building  is  the  Hose 
House  for  Hose  Company  No.  i,  built  by  the  town  in  1898. 

A  little  further  on,  across  the  road,  is  St.  Joseph's  Catholic  Church,  an  attractive 
stone  structure,  built  in  1861,  and  improved  several  times  since.  The  last  alteration 
was  in  1896,  when  new  pews  were  added  and  a  steel  ceiling  put  in.  The  interior  is 
ornamented,  among  other  things,  by  the  fourteen  stations  of  the  cross,  presented  by 
Mr.  Charles  Astor  Bristed.  On  the  south  side  of  the  church  is  the  gra^ve  of  Miss 
Jane  Sedgwick,  for  many  years  a  devout  member  of  the  church. 

Returning  to  the  Monument  and  proceeding  west  on  Main  street,  the  first  pub- 
lic building  is  Edwards  Arms,  now  used  as  a  hotel  This  is  the  house  where  Jona- 
than Edwards  lived  when  a  Missionary  here  and  where  he  wrote  his  celebrated  works. 
The  small  room  which  was  used  as  his  study  can  still  be  seen.  This  is  the  second 
oldest  house  in  the  town.  Continuing  on  a  short  distance  the  Casino  is  reached. 
The  building  is  of  colonial  architecture  and  contains  a  large  dancing  or  entertain- 
ment hall  with  stage,  card,  reading  rooms  and  billiard  room.  The  organization  is  a 
stock  company,  but  summer  visitors  may  become  members  during  their  residence  in 
town  on  payment  of  the  usual  club  fees.  The  Casino  is  largely  the  social  centre  of 
summer  life  in  Stockbridge  and  is  very  popular  with  all  visitors. 

About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  further  west  is  the  village  cemetery.    This  is  well  ar- 
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ON  THE  ROAD  FROM  STOCK  BRIDGE  TO  LENOX. 
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ranged  and  is  kept  in  most  excellent  order  by  the  town  and  individual  lot  owners. 
The  most  noted  persons  buried  here  are  David  Dudley  Field  and  Cyrus  AV.  Field. 
The  western  end  is  the  part  that  has  been  used  as  a  burying  ground  since  the  town 
was  first  settled  and  contains  many  interesting  and  unique  tablets  and  inscriptions. 
John  Sargeant  is  buried  here.  In  the  northern  end,  just  to  the  east  of  the  Mortuary 
Chapel,  is  the  entrance  to  the  Sedgwick  burying  ground.  Here  all  the  members  of 
this  prominent  family  have  been  buried  for  many  years.  ^Cl/l  CT 

Just  west  of  the  cemetery  is  the  Jonathan  Edwards  monumeiif",  which  waseM:ted 
by  his  descendants  after  their  reunion  here  in  1870.  It  is  of  Scotch  Granite  and  cost 
about  $3000.  A  few  rods  to  the  north  of  Edwards  monument  is  the  Methodist  Church, 
a  neat  wooden  structure  erected  by  the  efforts  of  the  Methodist  Society  in  1882.  A 
-short  distance  further  down  Church  street  is  the  hose  house  of  Hose  Company  No.  2. 
Nearly  opposite  is  the  entrance  to  the  Catholic  cemetery 

Returning  to  Main  street  on  the  south  side  before  reaching  the  cemetery  is  the 
entrance  to  the  links  of  the  Stockbridge  Golf  club.  They  are  regarded  as  among  the 
best  in  the  country  and  are  very  popular.  Their  location  is  extremely  picturesque 
and  they  are  well  cared  for  by  a  greenskeeper  and  a  corps  of  assistants.  The  annual 
tournament  of  the  club  occurs  during  the  latter  part  of  the  summer.  The  present 
officers  are  Dr.  Charles  McBurney,  President  ;  Robert  C.  Stetson,  Treasurer  and  Act- 
ing Secretary.  There  is  a  so  a  Board  of  Directors.  A  short  distance  further  on  is 
the  Town  Hall,  where  the  Town's  business  rheetings  are  held  and  an  occasional  enter- 
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tainment  given.  The  building  is  of  simple  design  of  the  old  style.  It  was  built  in 
1839.  Beyond  this  is  the  clock  tower  and  chime  of  bells  given  to  the  town  in  1878  by 
David  Dudley  Field.  It  is  located  on  the  spot  where  the  Mission  church  to  the 
Stockbridge  Indians  stood.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Field  it  was  found  that  his  will 
contained  a  legacy  of  $5000,  one-half  the  income  of  which  is  devoted  to  the  care  of 
the  cemetery  and  the  other  half  to  paying  for  the  ringing  of  the  chimes  daily  during 
the  summer.  The  next  building  to  the  west  is  the  Congregational  Church,  which  was 
constructed  in  1824  and  it  still  shows  its  old-fashioned  style  of  architecture.  The  in- 
teiior  has  a  deep  gallery  extending  about  three  sides  of  the  room,  On  the  wall  near 
the  pulpit  are  tablets  to  many  of  the  early  pastors  of  the  church,  including  John  Sar- 
geant,  Jonathan  Edwards,  David  Dudley  Field,  the  father  of  the  noted  family,  and 
others.  The  present  Pastor  of  the  church  is  the  Rev.  C.  S.  Rich.  Connecting  with 
the  church  on  the  east  are  the  church  parlors,  where  the  young  people's  meetings  and 
church  entertainments  are  held.  Continuing  on  the  Main  street  a  short  distance  the 
Indian  burying  ground  and  monument  are  reached.  The  native  boulder  which  has 
been  erected  here  in  the  form  of  a  monument  has  in  front  ot  it  a  large  slab,  on  which 
are  the  following  inscriptions  :  ''The  x\ncient  Burial  Place  of  the  Stockbridge  Indians. 
The  Friends  of  our  Fathers."  This  monument  was  erected  in  1877  through  the  efforts 
of  Mrs.  J.  Z.  Goodrich  and  marks  the  location  of  the  Indian  burying  ground.  This 
completes  the  account  of  the  places  of  a  public  character,  along  the  village  street. 
The  so-called  Mission  house  is  located  on  Prospect  Hill  in  the  grounds  of  Eden 
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Hill,  the  property  of  S.  W.  Woodward,  formerly  owned  by  David  Dudley  Field.  This 
is  the  oldest  house  in  Stockbridge  and  was  occupied  by  the  early  missionaries.  Dur- 
ing its  occupancy  by  John  Sargeant  it  was  beseiged  by  the  Indians. 

The  Stockbridge  depot  is  a  very  ornamental  stone  structure  built  in  1893,  and 
paid  for  largely  through  subscription  by  residents  of  Stockbridge. 

Laurel  Hill,  situated  in  the  rear  of  the  Williams  Academy,  was  given  to  the  town 
in  1834  by  the  Sedgwick  family.  From  this  hill  the  Laurel  Hill  Association  takes  its 
name.  This  Association  does  a  great  deal  towards  keeping  the  village  neat  and  at- 
tractive. It  also  has  charge  of  watering  and  lighting  the  streets.  It  was  the  orig- 
inal village  improvement  society  of  the  country  and  its  influence  has  been  felt 
throughout  the  land  The  annual  meeting  of  the  association  is  held  on  Laurel  Hill 
in  September  and  an  address  is  delivered  by  some  prominent  citizen.  Passing  across 
Laurel  Hill  we  come  to  the  foot  bridge  over  the  Housatonic  River,  built  in  1895 
with  money  left  to  the  Laurel  Hill  Association  by  Mrs.  J.  Z.  Goodrich.  This  is  the 
way  to  Icy  Glen — see  "Walks  and  Drives." 

It  is  difficult  to  direct  one  concisely  to  the  different  fine  residences  in  Stock- 
bridge  as  they  are  scattered  in  all  directions.  The  attractive  places  in  the  centre  of 
the  village  are  those  of  Mrs  John  Swann,  Miss  Virginia  Butler,  Mr.  Henry  D.  Sedg- 
wick, Rev.  Dr.  Arthur  Lawrence,  E.  B  Owen,  Alexander  V.  Sedgwick,  William  E. 
Doane,  James  F.  D wight,  F.  S.  Aymar,  W.  B.  Clarke,  Miss  Grace  S.  Parker  and  Mrs. 
S.  B.  Cone.    Crossing  the  river  some  distance  beyond  Mr.  Dwight's  the  first  place  on 
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the  left  is  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Lucius  Tuckerman,  the  one  on  the  right  that  of 
Charles  F.  Southmayd,  Taking  the  road  to  the  right  beyond  Mr.  Southmayd's  the 
stone  house  of  the  late  Charles  E.  Butler  is  reached.  Returning  to  the  Soldiers' 
Monument  and  going  up  Prospect  Hill  the  first  place  to  be  seen  is  directly  up  the  hill 
and  belongs  to  S.  W.  Woodward,  who  has  recently  purchased  the  property  of  the 
estate  of  David  Dudley  Field.  Mr.  Woodward  is  making  very  extensive  improve- 
ments, both  on  the  buildings  and  grounds.  On  the  road  to  the  left,  the  first  place  on 
the  left  is  that  of  Prof.  Ogden  N.  Rood,  just  beyond  is  Mrs.  C.  A  Joy's.  The  next 
place  belongs  to  Hon.  Joseph  H.  Choate,  the  celebrated  New  York  lawyer  and  Am- 
bassador to  England.  The  next  place  on  the  right  is  the  residence  of  H.  Ivison  Par- 
sons and  the  next  one  is  the  home  of  Dr.  Henry  M.  Field.  Beyond  this  is  Mrs.  Oscar 
lasigi's  house  and  opposite  is  Mrs.  Birdseye  Blakeman's  The  next  on  the  right  is 
Mrs.  VanRensselaer's  and  on  the  left  Mr.  John  B.  Hull's.  Next  are  three  very  pleas- 
ant farm  houses  owned  by  different  members  of  the  Palmer  family,  and  a  short  dis- 
tance further  on  is  the  house  of  Mrs.  William  Babcock  From  here  the  Stockbridge 
Bowl,  or  Lake  Mahkeenac,  can  be  seen.  The  magnificent  places  surrounding  the 
Bowl,  owned  by  H.  H.  Cook,  Anson  Phelps  Stokes,  George  Higginson,  Charles  Astor 
Bristed,  the  L.  F.  Beckwith  estate  and  many  others  are  within  the  town  limits  and 
pay  taxes  in  Stockbridge,  although  they  are  usually  classed  as  being  in  Lenox.  This 
is  also  true  of  the  Lanier  place,  ^V.  D  Sloane's,  D.  W.  Bishop's  and  several  others  on 
the  middle  road  to  Lenox. 
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Several  other  attractive  places  are  situated  to  the  south  of  the  village  on  the 
road  to  the  left  from  the  depot  and  are  occupied  by  James  D.  Hague,  Mrs.  John 
Winthrop  and  Frederick  Crowningshield.  Beyond  these  places  Prof.  Henry  W.  Far- 
num  of  Yale  University  and  Dr.  W.  Oilman  Thompson  of  New  York  have  bought 
^  large  tracts  of  land  and  are  building  attractive  summer  homes.    The  fine  new  resi- 

dence of  Dr.  Charles  McBurney  may  be  reached  by  going  directly  south  from  the  sta- 
tion on  the  road  to  Great  Barrington,  taking  the  first  road  to  the  right  for  about  half 
a  mile,  or  it  may  be  also  reached  by  turning  to  the  left  after  crossing  the  river  near 
the  Tuckerman  place.  The  farm  building  at  the  entrance  to  Dr.  McBurney's  was  the 
birthplace  of  Rev.  Dr.  Mark  Hopkins. 

Few  places  offer  more  attractions  to  the  summer  visitor  than  Stockbridge.  It's 
natural  beauty,  combined  with  the  rich  ornamentation  that  has  been  added  by  the 
erection  of  costly  residences,  makes  it  a  place  that  one  never  tires  of.  Many  promi- 
nent men  were  born  and  passed  their  early  years  within  its  borders.  There  are  many 
literary  reminiscences  and  associations  connected  with  Stockbridge  upon  which  it  is 
not  within  the  province  of  this  volume  to  dwell.  It  is  now  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  popular  summer  resorts  of  the  country.  A  very  refined  class  of  people  visit 
Stockbridge,  who  find  here  a  delightful  union  of  healthful  recreation, *quiet  elegance 
and  natural  attractiveness. 
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